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Management Year 3
New meadow mowing regime
Wetland meadow creation

Plant native woodland
Plant native orchard
Final Botanical monitoring report

2022

2023

Management Year 2
Create ground-nesting bee habitat
Sow yellow rattle
Hand-removal of perennial weeds
Cancel plans to sow commercial 
seed (except yellow rattle) in 2022

2021

Baseline Ecology Survey
Botanical surveys across meadow
Fixed monitoring points 
for repeat surveys

Management Year 1
Nest Box Camera Installed
Herbicide Spraying Ceased

2020

Covid Constraints project

2022

Community
Outreach

2023

Action: Install infrared camera
Objective: Identify mammals 
present

Action: Rotavate, fence, stop mowing 
wet ground
Objective: Encourage natural wetland 
vegetation without commercial seed

Action: Sow yellow rattle seed (Native certified)
Objective: Promote wildflowers by reducing 
grass growth

Action: Plant new native woodland
Objective: Increase habitat 
diversity

Action: Hand remove perennial weeds 
Objective: Promote wildflower diversity

EWIC Meadow Bird Species

Action: Install hinged nest box
Objective: Provide hole nesting bird
habitat and monitor occupancy

Action: Stop parkland mowing and 
herbicide 
Objective: Promote woodland flora

Action: Fence and stop mowing rank grass area 
within meadow
Objective: Rank scrub habitat for nesting birds 
and insects

Action: Expose south-facing earth
Objective: Create mining bee 
habitats

Dead wood for 
insects

Native wetland species 
including Brooklime 
(pictured) established 
within 1 season

Irish HareBadger

Blue tit chicks 
2022

Breeding meadow 
pipit population

*Yellow rattle seed is the only commercial seed sown at the site.
Maxar, Microsoft, © Ordnance Survey Ireland,
Esri Community Maps Contributors, Esri UK, Esri, HERE, Garmin, INCREMENT P, METI/NASA, USGS

Action: Botanical monitoring surveys
Objective: Monitor success of meadow 
management changes

Action: Plant native orchard
Objective: Enhance pollinator and bird food

In collaboration with 
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East West Interconnector Site Location
Portain / Woodland, Co. Meath
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EWIC Converter Station

Contact: Robert Fennelly, EirGrid Senior Ecologist
robert.fennelly@eirgrid.com


