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Appendix 1. Newspaper Notice  
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Appendix 2. ( EirGrid Project Briefing Document. Page 1 of 8.) 
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Appendix 2. ( EirGrid Project Briefing Document. Page 2 of 8.) 
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Appendix 2. ( EirGrid Project Briefing Document. Page 3 of 8.) 
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Appendix 2. ( EirGrid Project Briefing Document. Page 4 of 8.) 
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Appendix 2. ( EirGrid Project Briefing Document. Page 5 of 8.) 
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Appendix 2. ( EirGrid Project Briefing Document. Page 6/7 of 8.) 
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Appendix 2. ( EirGrid Project Briefing Document. Page 8 of 8.) 
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Appendix 3.  Project Website (www.eirgridprojects.com/projects/northkerryproject) 
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Appendix 4. Letter from the Department of Arts, Heritage and Gaeltacht. (pg 1/3)  
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Appendix 4. Letter from the Department of Arts, Heritage and Gaeltacht. (pg 2/3)  
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Appendix 4. Letter from the Department of Arts, Heritage and Gaeltacht. (pg 3/3)  
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Appendix 5. Landscape constraints map  
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Appendix 6.  Survey Notice, Sample Cover letter (Survey Notice Pg. 1 of 7.) 
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Appendix 6.  Survey Notice, Sample Cover letter (Survey Notice Pg. 2 of 

7.)
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 Appendix 6.  Survey Notice, Sample Cover letter (Survey Notice Pg. 3 of 7.) 
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Appendix 6.  Survey Notice, Sample Cover letter (Survey Notice Pg. 4 of 7.) 
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Appendix 6.  Survey Notice, Sample Cover letter (Survey Notice Pg. 5 of 7.) 
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Appendix 6.  Survey Notice, Sample Cover letter (Survey Notice Pg. 6 of 7.). 
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Appendix. 6  Survey Notice, Sample Cover letter (Survey Notice Pg. 7 of 7.) 
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Appendix. 7  EirGrid booklet on EMF. (Available online and from EirGrid project team) 
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Appendix 8.  ESB/IFA code of practice. (Copy given to landowners and available from project team) 
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Appendix 9. Indicative Overhead Line Routes 
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Appendix B : FAQ’s Comments and Submissions Received 

 

During the consultation process many general queries and comments were raised 

by landowners, the public, statutory agencies and others in relation to the project. 

This chapter seeks to detail these queries and provide general responses. 

 

a. The Need for the Project 

EirGrid is the state owned independent Transmission System Operator (TSO) and 

Market Operator (MO) in Ireland. It is EirGrid's role to deliver quality connection, 

transmission, and market services to electricity generators, suppliers and 

customers utilising the high voltage electricity system.  

In this capacity, it is proposing a new Reinforcement Scheme in North Kerry. The 

most significant feature of the North Kerry Project is the development of a new 

220kV electricity substation east of the town of Listowel. The proposed 

development of a new substation in North Kerry is required to remedy identified 

transmission network problems within this region.  

The new substation will connect into the existing 220kV transmission line which 

runs from Tarbert in Co. Kerry to Clashavoon in Co. Cork. It will also connect into 

the existing local 110kV transmission lines which run from Tarbert to Trien in Co. 

Kerry and from Trien to Dromada in Co. Limerick.  

In addition, a new 110kV circuit is required to connect the planned Cloghboola 

110kV electricity substation to Trien 110kV substation, in the townland of 

Trienearagh. 

It is vital that this new electricity infrastructure is built to ensure that the region 

meets the standards required for a safe and secure electricity system and to utilise 

the region’s rich renewable energy resources. 

This aspect of the project was discussed in detail in the Stage One Consultants 

Constraints Report published on the EirGrid projects web page 

(www.eirgridprojects.com/projects/northkerryproject) and widely distributed in print. 
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b. The Station Location and Route Selection Process 

This aspect of the project was discussed in the Stage 1 Report published on the 

EirGrid projects webpage. It outlines the process by which station locations and 

routes are selected. 

 

c. Health Effects of Electric and Magnetic Fields (EMF) 

EirGrid regards the protection of the health, safety and welfare of its staff and the 

general public as a core company value. EirGrid is absolutely committed to 

protecting public safety at all times. It is EirGrid’s policy to design and operate the 

network to the highest safety standards and to continually review and update 

standards in the light of new developments and research findings. 

Independent and authoritative international and national review panels of scientific 

experts have reviewed studies on the possible health effects of Electric and 

Magnetic fields (EMFs). These confirm that power frequency EMFs encountered in 

normal living and working conditions have not been established as causing 

adverse health effects in humans.  

EirGrid recognises that some people remain concerned about issues regarding 

EMFs and health. EirGrid is committed to addressing these concerns by continuing 

to: 

� Design and operate the transmission system in accordance with the 

most up-to-date recommendations and guidelines of the various expert 

and independent international bodies. 

� Closely monitor and support engineering and scientific research in this 

area. 

� Provide advice and information to staff and the general public on this 

issue. 

EirGrid has prepared a booklet (See Appendix 7) which is intended to be 

informative without being unduly technical and which serves to provide a greater 

understanding of EMF. Should any individual have any further queries on this 

aspect, the project team are available at all times to address such queries. 
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d. Visual Impact (Local level) 

The project team acknowledge the fact that those living along the proposed route 

corridor may have concerns regarding the installation of new electrical 

infrastructure in their locality.  

Careful routing of an overhead line is the single most important aspect in reducing 

the visual impact of a proposed transmission line i.e. following natural lines 

created by topographic change and using vegetation as a backdrop. Routing of the 

overhead line however must take account of constraints such as, ecological sites 

or sites of historical and archaeological interest. The project team is aware that in 

some locations the visual impact of the proposed development could be an issue 

of importance to some local landowners/ residents. It is however important to 

clearly state, that every effort has and will continue to be made to minimise the 

impact of this proposed infrastructure, when designing the overhead line, both 

through the route selection and the site specific structure spotting process. 

Notwithstanding this, the project team acknowledge that there might remain 

instances locally where the overhead line is considered by some to be visually 

intrusive. 

EirGrid will ensure that every reasonable effort is made to minimise the impact of 

the proposed overhead line route on local residents this will include: 

• The use of a less visually intrusive structure design. 

• By careful positioning of structures, where possible in agreement with 

local landowners. 

• The implementation of any other reasonable mitigation measures that 

are agreed with potentially affected landowners. 

 

e. Proximity to Housing 

There is no specified ‘minimum distance’ other than that required to ensure safety 

from electrocution. The Electricity Supply Act however requires that any person 

intending to construct a building within 25 yards (approximately 23 metres) of an 

existing overhead line must notify ESB in advance. This is required so that ESB 

Networks can ensure that the works can be carried out safely and that the future 

safe operation and maintenance of the overhead line, and the proposed building, 

is ensured. For the proposed NK project and 110kV lines, EirGrid expects to 
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achieve a minimum clearance distance that is much greater than 23 metres. The 

actual distance however will not be known until the design is finalised. 

 

f. Interference with Farming Practice 

As previously stated, the National Grid, is a meshed network, with approximately 

6,500km of these lines already installed throughout Ireland. When the new lines 

are operational these too will co-exist with current land use and existing farming 

practice throughout the area. This is at the moment the case all around Ireland. 

During the construction phase access routes to facilitate construction will be 

carefully selected to avoid impacts to the surrounding area.  In order to access 

individual OHL structure sites, the contractors will be required to utilise the local 

public road network in the vicinity of the line.  From there access to structure 

locations is via private land utilising existing farm tracks or roads wherever 

possible. The route of the access for construction, across a landowner’s property 

is agreed fully with the landowner in advance of construction commencing. 

The ESB will take every care during the erection and subsequent work on the line 

to ensure that farmers’ operations are not impacted. Compensation will be paid for 

crop loss and physical disturbance to lands during construction, by individual 

agreement with landowners, following the IFA code of practice (Appendix 8). 

During construction, ESB after consultation with the landowner, shall take all 

necessary precautions to prevent e.g. the straying of livestock and shall 

compensate the landowner for any loss, damage or claim arising where it is clearly 

due to any act or omission on the part of ESB. ESB shall ensure that the local 

District Veterinary Officer is informed of the entry of ESB vehicles on farms and 

that the Epidemiology Unit of the Department of Agriculture is made aware of ESB 

activities in any TB affected areas. (None recorded in this area at present) 

EirGrid design and operate the HV network in compliance with all national and 

international guidelines. They are satisfied from the totality of studies and the 

views of international authoritative agencies that the balance of evidence is that 

Electric and Magnetic Field (EMF) do not have any adverse, long-term effect on 

either public or animal health.  
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g. Safety (Design and Construction) 

It is EirGrid’s policy to design and operate the transmission network to the highest 

safety standards and to comply with the most up to date international guidelines 

and recommendations. 

ESB International has been appointed as the Project Supervisor Design Process 

(PSDP) for this project and will ensure through coordination of risk assessment 

and design that this policy is fully implemented. 

Subject to planning permission being granted ESB Contract Management 

Procedures will ensure a safe construction phase of this project and an 

established maintenance and refurbishment programme for overhead lines of this 

type will be implemented in future.  

Additionally, the following guidance has been developed in partnership with the 

Health and Safety Authority for those working in close proximity to overhead 

powerlines: 

� Farm well, Farm Safely. (Booklet given to landowners) 

� Code of Practice for Avoiding Danger from Overhead Electricity Lines. 

� Dangers from Powerlines on Farms - A safety video below was produced as 

part of the HSA/ESB Alliance to highlight danger of contact with overhead 

lines on Farms. 

 

h. Noise 

Appropriate materials and construction practices will be utilised to minimise the 

‘noise’ that can occur during periods of high humidity. A report on noise levels will 

be submitted with the planning application. 

 

i. Structure Locations 

The design location of polesets and angle masts along the route will greatly 

influence the level of impact of the proposed project on the receiving environment 

and local residents.  A number of landowners have requested an input as to the 

exact location of overhead line structures on their lands. These requests will, 

where possible, be accommodated however this is not always possible due to 

design limitations. 
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Structures may also have to be located away from hedgerows to preserve 

protected wildlife habitats. These locations will be at the discretion of the project 

ecologist and detailed in the environmental report that will be submitted as part of 

the planning application. 

 

j. Existing Trien 110kV Substation 

As part of the North Kerry Project, it is planned that remedial works will take place 

at ESB’s Trien 110kV substation. These will alleviate some local concerns raised 

during talks with local residents. This will require the assistance of the local 

landowners and their co-operation to achieve these improvements fully. Further 

details will be outlined as part of this planning application. 
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