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Ireland Takes Significant Step towards Renewable Energy Targets
Dublin, December 18 – A key indication of how Ireland will meet its renewable target of 40% was provided today with the publication of levels of wind connection onto the electricity grid up to 2017.
This report is part of the regulated grid connection offer process (Gate 3) and was published on the Commission for Energy Regulation’s website today.

Coinciding with the talks on climate change in Copenhagen, the information details how over 1700 MegaWatts (MW) of additional new wind generation can export to the electricity transmission grid up to 2017. 
Taking into account the wind farms already connected to the grid and those wind farms under construction, the publication details how the total contribution to electricity generated by renewables would be approximately 38% by 2017. 

The Commission for Energy Regulation has published the EirGrid report today. 

The information was generated by EirGrid using its world-leading methodology that allows it to determine how much wind energy the grid can sustain. 
Mr Dermot Byrne, chief executive of EirGrid, said: “This is an important milestone for Ireland’s renewable energy industry. For EirGrid, it demonstrates the importance of the successful implementation of Grid25, our long-term transmission network development strategy.”

The publication coincides with the commencement of the issuing of connection offers to wind developers included within this Gate 3 process. Offers will issue on a regional basis from now until July 2011. 

There are in excess of 200 applications representing approximately 4000MW of wind under the Gate 3 programme. More publications indicating additional levels of wind on the grid are due to be published early in the New Year.
Ends

Notes to editors: 

Group processing of connection offers to electricity generators is a strategic approach adopted by the Commission for Energy Regulation. Gate 3 is the third such group processing directive. 

Under the Gate 3 programme, generators of electricity – both renewable and conventional – will receive offers of connection from EirGrid, as the Transmission System Operator, or ESB Networks, as the distribution system operator, over the coming years. 

Approximately 1100MW of wind energy is currently connected to the grid. Including wind farms under construction this will grow to approx 2,500MW by 2017 under previous agreements (Gate 2).  
Including Gate 3 results to 2017 the total figure is 4267MW. The current 40% renewable target is approx 4600MW.
1MW= the demand of 650 household at that particular time. 

