
Welcome to all members

02 November 2021

Joint Grid Code Review Panel #3 2021
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Agenda
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Time Topic

09:30 – 10:15 Introduction: 10 mins

a. Welcome Members;

b. Minutes and Actions from Previous Meeting (go to 20 July 2021).

Discussion Item: 20 mins

a. DRAI Modification Proposal – DSU Maximum Down Time

b. FERA Modification Proposal - Reduction of Aggregator Limit to 1 

MW

Updates: 10 mins

a. Definition of Register Capacity Review;

b. CRU Update; 

c. Utility Regulator Update;

AOB 5 mins

http://www.eirgridgroup.com/customer-and-industry/general-customer-information/grid-code-info/grid-code-review-panel-me/index.xml
http://www.eirgridgroup.com/customer-and-industry/general-customer-information/grid-code-info/grid-code-review-panel-me/index.xml
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Discussion - DSU Maximum Down 
Time

Modification Proposed by DRAI



MPID 293: DSU Maximum Down Time

What’s the issue?

• Grid Code requires all DSUs to have a Maximum Down Time ≥ 2 hours

• This made sense historically, under the Capacity Payment Mechanism, but:

• It’s not necessary now, because the CRM applies heavy duration-based de-rating

• It’s causing a barrier to demand-side provision of fast ancillary services

• It’s inconsistent with the treatment of other resources with similar capabilities – e.g. batteries
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MPID 293: DSU Maximum Down Time

Short-duration DSUs are very harshly de-rated

• A DSU that can deliver 25 MW for 10 minutes would get a de-rating 
factor of 0.044 – i.e. it would count as only 1.1 MW in the CRM.

• This means nobody would offer capacity resources with artificially 
low maximum durations.

Table and data from FAIP for 2024/25 T-4 5



MPID 293: DSU Maximum Down Time

What effects do we expect?

• It will allow provision of fast DS3 services by demand-
side resources that would otherwise be excluded or 
have to use silly workarounds (e.g. data centre UPSs).

• This means there will be new DSUs providing these 
services, using additional flexible resources that 
otherwise wouldn’t participate.

• This should increase competition to provide fast DS3 
services.

What effects do we not expect?

• It will not cause any existing DSUs to reduce their 
Maximum Down Times below 2 hours.

• It will not cause any new DSUs that can achieve 
≥ 2 hours to choose to declare a shorter Maximum 
Down Time.

• It will not in any way reduce the quantity of demand-
side resources available for dispatch, or the durations 
for which they are available.

What change is proposed?

• Remove CC.7.4(e) [EirGrid] and CC13.1(e) [SONI], so DSUs can specify any value for Maximum Down Time 
(and be de-rated accordingly)
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Questions
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Discussion - Reduction of Aggregator 
Limit to 1 MW

Modification Proposed by FERA 



Grid Code Modification
Removal of Demand Side and Generator Aggregator minimum size

Eirgrid MPID 299

SONI SPID 01-2021
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Current requirements

• SONI Grid Code – references in ‘Glossary and Definitions’

• Eirgrid Grid Code – references in ‘Definitions’
• Similar wording for the following definitions

• “Aggregated Demand Site”

• “Aggregated Generating Unit”

• “Demand Side Unit”

• “Demand Side Unit Operator”

• “Generator Aggregator”

• The requirement is to have a MW capacity of not less than 4MW
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Opportunities 

• There is a push to increase the use of renewable generation available 
via increasing the SNSP limit.

• Provision of DS3 services enhances the ability to run with higher 
SNSP levels.

• DS3 services are contracted at 1MW and above for each service.
• DS3 services are currently non-discriminatory on technology.

• Capacity Market awards from 0MW upwards

• Capacity Market derates on duration of unit
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Aggregated Units 
• There are a number of Individual 

Demand Sites (IDS) that are aggregated 
to provide dispatchable ‘energy’.
• Each IDS can have different DS3 

capabilities.
• Each IDS can have different duration 

capabilities.

• Grouping these to form a 4MW unit 
could mean limiting the DS3 provision 
and the duration capability to the 
‘lowest’ denominator.

• This doesn’t allow the most effective 
support to the operation of the System 
.

• 7 sites in total.  Each 0.6MW, 
equates to 4.2MW which 
achieves Grid Code requirements 
for a DSU registration.

• DS3 ability
• 3 sites can perform Dynamic DS3 

response, 1.8MW
• 4 sites can perform Static DS3 

response, 2.4MW

• Of these 4 sites, they may have 
different duration for dispatch

• 6-hour duration

• 2-hour duration

Example
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Impact of 
modifications
• There are likely to be no 

significant changes required 
to the IT systems of SONI & 
Eirgrid.

• EDIL can handle declarations 
down to 1MW for all 
registered units.

• Scheduling is based on 
declared availability rather 
than the registered MW 
capability

• There is likely to be an 
increase in registered units in 
the markets.

• Costs for this are carried by 
the User / Participant.

Proposal
• The references to 4MW in the definitions 

are to be replaced with 1MW.

• Removal of TSO agreement for less than 
4MW, in the AGU definition.

• No other technology has a lower MW 
limit applied to their registration 

• This could be viewed as discrimination

Reason to 
modify
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Questions
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Update Items



Updates

1. Definition of Register Capacity Review;

2. CRU Update;

3. Utility Regulator Update.
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Questions
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AOB
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