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Q&A on published 
Outturn Availability 
reports





Questions on OA Reports



Outturn Availability 
process overview



Process Timeline
7

Year+1

Ex-Ante OA report published

8 weeks to 2 
weeks in 
advance

Scheduled and Designated Days issued

Outages

Feb – 
Nov

February

Forum held 

Year

Forum held

MarchMarch

Ex-Post report published

February



Scheduled and Designated Days
Throughout the season, each generator receives details of the days 
scheduled for the works and the designated days for the purposes of 
Outturn Availability (OA).
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Hello X,
The following works are now scheduled:

The designated days are the 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 April.
Regards,
Generation Outage Planning



Outturn Availability profiles for SEM 
Controllable units
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➢ For Outturn Availability profiles, we capture the full period when a 

generator is disconnected due to transmission works and is Outturn 

Available.

➢ Profiles are an average of the forecast availability received from our 

renewable forecast vendors.

➢ Profiles are submitted to the SEM. 

VO Start time

Circuit Breaker open time

Beginning of outturn available period

Profile start time

VO end time

Circuit Breaker close time

Profile end time



Key timelines for OA

Outturn Availability Profiles are submitted by the Outage Planning 
team before 1200hrs every Monday, Wednesday and Friday.

TSO customers should receive all OA profiles through the EirGrid 
Customers’ team.

DSO customers should receive all OA profiles through the DSO outage 
programme team.

If you have a query on the profile, please email 
outageplanning@eirgrid.com



Balancing Market Settlement



Outturn Available v Designated Outage 

Outturn Available 

• Decremental action from TSO. 

• Dispatch Quantity (QD) is zero for BM settlement.

• Metered Quantity (QM) is zero for BM settlement.  

• Availability (QAA) is non zero for BM settlement if 
the generator has output capability. 

• Participants would typically trade ex-ante (QEX). 
QEX typically non zero for BM settlement. 

• Final Physical Notification (FPN) should be aligned 
with QEX as per TSC obligations. 

Designated Outage 

• Decremental action from TSO. 

• Dispatch Quantity (QD) is zero for BM settlement. 

• Metered Quantity (QM) is zero for BM settlement. 

• Availability (QAA) is zero for BM settlement. 

• Participants would not typically trade ex-ante 
(QEX). QEX typically zero for BM settlement.  

• Final Physical Notification (FPN) should be aligned 
with QEX as per TSC obligations. FPN is typically 
zero for BM settlement. 
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• The compensatory BM settlement mechanisms differ for when units are deemed Outturn Available or 

are on Designated Days (i.e. not Outturn Available)

• Units can be deemed on designated days (not Outturn Available) for 5 calendar days per year. 



Balancing Market Settlement Components 

CIMB 

• Calculated based on the units ex-ante quantity (QEX) and loss adjusted metered quantity 
(QMLF). 

• If a generator has traded ex-ante but a decremental action has been taken to set their output 
to zero, this will result in a CIMB charge (assuming PIMB is positive).
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Balancing Market Settlement Components (cont. i)

CDISCOUNT

• CDISCOUNT may be applicable when the a decremental action is taken by the TSO resulting in 
a QAB (Accepted Bid Quantity) MW quantity.

• The QAB is derived from the difference between the Dispatch Quantity and FPN. The 
availability (QAA) is also assessed to ensure the QAB is accurate for BM settlement purposes.

• CDISCOUNT is a compensatory payment to ensure a generator has not been charged more per 
MW in CIMB than what they were willing to be charged for a decremental action per MW. 

• CDISCOUNT assesses the generators PBOA_QAB against the imbalance price (PIMB) to 
determine if CDISCOUNT is applicable.  
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Balancing Market Settlement Components (cont. ii)

CDISCOUNT – Wind & Solar Units

• Wind & Solar units are deemed to have a PBOA_QAB of €0. 

• If these units trade in line with their availability, the CIMB and CDISCOUNT will offset 
resulting in a net Balancing Market settlement of €0.

• Important consideration is that if these units obtain an ex-ante position that exceeds their 
availability, they can be charged more in CIMB than what they may be paid for in CDISCOUNT.

• This is due to the QAB being derived from the difference between the Dispatch Quantity and 
FPN. Wind & solar units FPN is derived from their availability.

E.g. Wind unit FPN = 20 MWh 

   QAA = 20 MWh

   QEX = 30 MWh

   DQ = 0 MWh

The QAB is -20 MWh for CDISCOUNT compensation but the CIMB charge is based on the 
30 MWh. CIMB charge would exceed the CDISCOUNT payment. 
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Example Scenario 
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Firm v Non-Firm Quantities

• Units can be deemed fully firm, non-firm or partially firm. 

• Fully Firm units are applicable for CDISCOUNT. 

• Fully Non- Firm units are not applicable for CDISCOUNT. While a QAB value may be 
calculated, the non-firm quantity will be removed with the QABNFLF determinant within the 
CDISCOUNT calculation. 

• Partially Firm units are applicable for CDISCOUNT up to their firm quantities. 

• All other conditions of CDISCOUNT compensation apply where PBOA_QAB is assessed against 
PIMB to determine if CDISCOUNT payment is applied in BM settlement. 
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Synopsis

• Generators deemed Outturn Available are eligible for CDISCOUNT payments if all conditions 
are satisfied.

• If a generator has an availability of zero, then a QAB will not be generated. Generators on 
Designated Outage have an availability of zero hence why CDISCOUNT will not apply in BM 
settlement. 

• Certain generators who are applicable for CDISCOUNT should acknowledge scenarios where 
trading differently to their availability may result in CIMB charges exceeding CDISCOUNT 
compensation in the BM. 

• Fully non-firm units are not eligible for CDISCOUNT payments within BM settlement.  

• Generators must have traded in the ex-ante markets to be applicable for CDISCOUNT.  

• Submission of market data by participants for Outturn Available generators should adhere to 
all relevant codes such as the Trading & Settlement Code and any other licence obligations.   
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End



Reminder for 
Generation Outage 
Planning timelines



Outage Planning
28

Change Management

Generator Outage Requirements

Mar

Y-1

Committed Outage Programme

Sep

Y-1

Outage Season Outage

By 30 September 2026: 

• Publish Committed Outage Programme for 2027

• Publish Provisional Outage Programme for 2028 & 2029 

By 31 March 2026



Submission of Annual Outage Plans

GEN-03 form needs to be submitted with a 3-
year generator outage plan

Outages submitted for next year will be 
included in the Committed Outage Programme

Outages submitted for the following two years 
will be included in the Provisional Outage 
Programme for 2028 and 2029 

The forms can be found on the Eirgrid 
website:
Outages | Customer Information | EirGrid
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https://www.eirgrid.ie/industry/customer-information/outage-information#Generation%20Outage%20Requests
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Generator Outage Detail – Form GEN04

GEN-04 form also 
needs to be submitted 
for the committed 
outages of 2027 



Transmission Outage Request - VO
31

All transmission outages must be submitted 
on the VO request form to TOP@eirgrid.com 
& neartime@eirgrid.com

Network operator requirements must be 
shared at least three weeks ahead of the 
planned outage

mailto:TOP@eirgrid.com
mailto:neartime@eirgrid.com


Thank you!
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