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EIRGRID ASSESSMENT  

 

 

 

 

WFPS1.7  SIGNALS, COMMUNICATIONS & CONTROL 

WFPS1.7.1 SIGNALS FROM THE CONTROLLABLE WFPS TO THE TSO 

 Signals from Controllable WFPSs to the TSO shall be broken up into a number of logical 

groups.  There shall be different requirements for Controllable WFPSs depending on the 

Controllable WFPS’s MEC.  The following groups shall apply: 

 

 Signals List #1 - applies to all Controllable WFPSs; 

 

In addition, Controllable WFPSs shall be required to provide signals from Signals Lists 

2, 3, 4 and/or 5. These lists relate to: 

 

 Signals List #2 - Meteorological Data; 

 

 Signals List #3 -  Availability Data; 

 

 Signals List #4 - Active Power Control Data; 

 

 Signals List #5 - Frequency Response System Data. 

 

WFPS1.7.1.1 Signals List #1  

The Controllable WFPS shall make the following signals available at the designated 

TSO Telecommunication Interface Cabinet for that Controllable WFPS: 

a) Active Power output (MW) at the lower voltage side of the Grid Connected 

Transformer; 

b) Reactive Power output/demand (+/-Mvar) at the lower voltage side of the Grid 

Connected Transformer;  

c) Voltage (in kV) at the lower voltage side of the Grid Connected Transformer; 

d) Available Active Power (MW) at the lower voltage side of the Grid Connected 

Transformer; 

e) Grid Connected Transformer tap positions;  

f) i) Power Factor control mode status feedback (ON/OFF); 

 ii) Power Factor set-point feedback (degrees); 

 iii) Reactive Power control mode status feedback (ON/OFF); 
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 iv) Reactive Power set-point feedback (Mvar); 

 v) Voltage Regulation control mode status feedback (ON/OFF); 

 vi) Voltage Regulation Set-point feedback (in kV); 

g) On/off status indications for all Reactive Power devices exceeding 5 Mvar
1
; 

h) Circuit-breaker and disconnect position indication shall be required. These may 

include indications from MV circuit-breakers on individual WTG circuits.  Signals 

from individual WTG circuit-breakers shall not be required.  The actual circuit-

breaker and disconnect signals required shall be specified by the TSO at least 120 

Business Days prior to the Controllable WFPS’s scheduled Operational Date;   

i) A minimum of four sets of normally open potential free auxiliary contacts in each 

Grid Connected Transformer lower voltage bay for fault indications; and 

j) On/off status of TSO remote control enable switch, which disables the ability of the 

TSO to send commands to the Controllable WFPS. 

 

For the Controllable WFPS’s where the Connection Point is at the HV side of the Grid 

Connected Transformer, signals a), b) and c) above will also be required from the HV 

side of the Grid Connected Transformer.  

 

 

WFPS1.7.1.2 Signals List #2  

 

WFPS1.7.1.2.1 Controllable WFPSs with a MEC in excess of 10 MW shall make the following 

meteorological data signals available at the designated TSO Telecommunication 

Interface Cabinet for that Controllable WFPS: 

        [Units, Range] 

a) Wind speed (at hub height) - measurand signal; [m/s, 0-70] 

b) Wind direction (at hub height) - measurand signal; [deg, 0-360] 

c) Air temperature- measurand signal;   [deg C, -40-70] 

d) Air pressure- measurand signal.   [mBar, 735-1060] 

 

WFPS1.7.1.2.2 The meteorological data signals shall be provided by a dedicated Meteorological Mast 

located at the Controllable WFPS site or, where possible and preferable to do so, data 

from a means of the same or better accuracy.   For Controllable WFPSs where the WTG 

are widely dispersed over a large geographical area and rather different weather patterns 

are expected for different sections of the Controllable WFPS, the meteorological data 

shall be provided from a number of individual Meteorological Masts, or where possible 

and preferable to do so, data from a source of the same or better reliability for groups of 

WTG (e.g. 1 set of meteorological data for each group of XX WTG within the 

Controllable WFPS). It is expected that WTG within an individual group shall 

demonstrate a high degree of correlation in Active Power output at any given time.   The 

                                                           

1
 Typically the position indication from capacitor/ SVC circuit breakers 



 FORM GC1 
 

 

actual signals required shall be specified by the TSO at least 120 Business Days prior to 

the Controllable WFPS’s scheduled Operational Date.  

 

WFPS1.7.1.3 Signals List #3  

 

WFPS1.7.1.3.1 Controllable WFPSs with a MEC in excess of 10 MW shall make the following signals 

available at the designated TSO Telecommunication Interface Cabinet for that 

Controllable WFPS: 

a) Controllable WFPS Availability (0-100 % signal); 

b) Percentage of WTG shutdown due to high wind-speed conditions (0-100 

%); 

c) Percentage of WTG not generating due low wind-speed shutdown (0-

100 %). 

  

WFPS1.7.1.3.2 For Controllable WFPSs with a MEC in excess of 10 MW, where the WTG are widely 

dispersed over a large geographical area and rather different weather patterns are 

expected for different sections of the Controllable WFPS, the above data set (ref. 

WFPS1.7.1.3.1) shall be provided for a number of groups of WTG (e.g. 1 signal for each 

group of XX WTG within the Controllable WFPS).  It is expected that WTG within an 

individual group shall demonstrate a high degree of correlation in Active Power output at 

any given time.  The actual signals required shall be specified by the TSO at least 120 

Business Days prior to the Controllable WFPS’s scheduled Operational Date.   

 

 

WFPS1.7.1.4 Signals List #4 

The Controllable WFPS shall make the following signals available at the designated 

TSO Telecommunication Interface Cabinet for that Controllable WFPS: 

a) Controllable WFPS Active Power Control Set-point value feedback (MW); 

b) Controllable WFPS Active Power Control status indication feedback (ON/OFF). 

 

WFPS1.7.1.5 Signals List #5  

The Controllable WFPS shall make the following signals available at the designated 

TSO Telecommunication Interface Cabinet for that Controllable WFPS: 

a) Frequency Response Curve System mode signal (i.e. Power-Frequency Response 

Curve 1 or 2); 

b) Frequency Response System status indication feedback (ON/OFF);. 

c) Frequency Response System Governor Droop value feedback (%). 
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WFPS1.7.1.6 Time Delays and Data Quality 

  

WFPS1.7.1.6.1 Digital signal changes from the Controllable WFPS shall be relayed to the TSO 

Telecommunication Interface Cabinet within 1 second of the associated change of 

state event. Analogue signal changes shall be relayed within 5 seconds and with an error 

of 0.5% or less, with the exception of the Meteorological Data required as per 

WFPS1.7.1.2.1, which shall be updated within 5 seconds and with an error of 2.5% or 

less. 

 

WFPS1.7.2 CONTROL SIGNALS FROM THE TSO TO CONTROLLABLE WFPS 

 

WFPS1.7.2.1  The control signals described in WFPS1.7.2 shall be sent from the TSO to the 

Controllable WFPS.  The Controllable WFPS shall be capable of receiving these 

signals and acting accordingly. 

 

WFPS1.7.2.2 Active Power Control  

An Active Power Control Set-point signal shall be sent by the TSO to the Wind Farm 

Control System.  This set-point shall define the maximum Active Power output 

permitted from the Controllable WFPS.  The Wind Farm Control System shall be 

capable of receiving this signal and acting accordingly to achieve the desired change in 

Active Power output.  This signal shall be in the form of a single analogue value and a 

strobe pulse to enable. 

The Controllable WFPS is required to make it possible for the TSO to remotely enable/ 

disable the Active Power Control function in the Wind Farm Control System. The 

associated status indication is described in WFPS1.7.1.4.  

 

WFPS1.7.2.3 Frequency Response  

   Theis Frequency Response Curve signal shall be sent by the TSO to the Controllable 

WFPS in the event that a change from Power-Frequency Response Curve 1 to Power 

Frequency Response Curve 2, or vice versa, is required. 

 The Controllable WFPS is required to make it possible for the TSO to remotely enable/ 

disable the Frequency Response System. The associated status indication is described 

in WFPS1.7.1.5.  

The Controllable WFPS shall make it possible for the TSO to set the Governor Droop 

value of the Frequency Response System in values from 2% to 10%. 

 

WFPS1.7.2.4 Voltage Regulation  

The following signals shall allow the TSO to select Reactive Power control mode and 

send Reactive Power control set-points to the Voltage Regulation System. Set-point 

signals shall be in the form of a single analogue value and a strobe pulse to enable.   

 Power Factor control mode with Power Factor set-point (PF set-point),  

 Reactive Power control mode with Reactive Power set-point (Q set-point). 
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 Automatic Voltage Regulation control mode with Voltage Regulation Set-

point (kV set-point),  

One Reactive Power Control mode shall be operational at all times with the facility to 

toggle between each of the Reactive Power control modes from NCC. Toggling between 

Reactive Power controllers shall be smooth in transfer i.e. the Controllable WFPS shall 

calculate and implement an appropriate set-point when transferring to the new control 

mode. The set-point calculated for the new control mode shall be consistent with the Mvar 

output at that time. 

 

WFPS1.7.2.5 Black Start Shutdown  

  Means shall be provided by the Controllable WFPS to facilitate the disconnection of the 

Controllable WFPS by the TSO and to also prevent re-connection in the event of Black 

Start.  The TSO shall send a Black Start Shutdown signal and upon receipt, the 

Controllable WFPS shall be required to trip the circuit-breaker(s) at the Controllable 

WFPS’s Connection Point and shutdown the Controllable WFPS in a controlled 

manner.  The precise circuit-breakers for which this facility shall be provided shall be 

specified by the TSO at least 120 Business Days prior to the Controllable WFPS’s 

scheduled Operational Date.  Controllable WFPSs may only be reconnected (i.e. made 

live) when the Network is fully restored following instruction from the TSO
2
 and only 

earlier if the TSO deems it acceptable to do so.  

 

WFPS1.7.2.6  Time Delays and Data Quality 

  

WFPS1.7.2.6.1 Digital output commands from the TSO Telecommunication Interface Cabinet shall be 

relayed to the Controllable WFPS equipment within 1 second. Set-point output signals 

shall be relayed within 5 seconds and with an error of 0.5% or less. 

 

WFPS1.7.3 RESPONSIBLE OPERATOR  

  A designated Responsible Operator shall be contactable by the TSO at all times to 

discuss operational matters without undue delay and in any case within 15 minutes. 

Following a request from the TSO, the Responsible Operator shall be present at the 

Controllable WFPS’s Connection Point without undue delay and in any case within one 

hour and shall be capable of taking any required appropriate actions.  The Responsible 

Operator shall be contactable 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 

 

WFPS1.7.4 DATA AND COMMUNICATIONS SPECIFICATIONS 

 

WFPS1.7.4.1 The location of the TSO Telecommunication Interface Cabinet shall be agreed 

between the TSO and the Controllable WFPS at least 120 Business Days prior to the 

Controllable WFPS’s scheduled Operational Date.  A standard interface for signals will 

be made available to the Controllable WFPS by the TSO.   

                                                           
2
 Typically this instruction will be in the form of a Blackstart Shutdown OFF command 
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WFPS1.7.4.2 The necessary communications links, communications protocol and an individual 

Controllable WFPS signal list shall be specified by the TSO at least 120 Business Days 

prior to the Controllable WFPS’s scheduled Operational Date.  Current applicable 

standards shall apply and the accuracy class for signals shall comply with the prevailing 

European Standard at that time.  

 

WFPS1.7.4.3  For loss of communications links, persistence (i.e. continuing to operate with the most 

recent data set) shall be used in terms of set-points until the designated Responsible 

Operator has been contacted by the TSO.  

 

WFPS1.7.4.4 If Active Power Control, Frequency Response or Voltage Regulation facilities for the 

Controllable WFPS become unavailable, the Controllable WFPS shall contact the TSO 

without undue delay. 

 

WFPS1.7.4.5 Where signals or indications required to be provided by the Controllable WFPS under 

WFPS1.7.1 and WFPS 1.7.2 become unavailable or do not comply with applicable 

standards due to failure of the Controllable WFPS’s technical equipment or any other 

reason under the control of the Controllable WFPS, the Controllable WFPS shall, acting 

in accordance with Good Industry Practice, restore or correct the signals and/or 

indications as soon as possible. 

  

WFPS1.7.5 WIND POWER FORECASTS 

WFPS1.7.5.1 Should the TSO determine that wind power forecasts as produced by the Controllable 

WFPS are required, the TSO shall inform the Controllable WFPS and the wind power 

forecasts shall be provided by the Controllable WFPSs.  These forecasts, if required, 

shall be provided in a format and timescale as specified by the TSO, and by means of an 

Electronic Interface in accordance with the reasonable requirements of the TSO’s data 

system. 

 

WFPS1.7.5.2 Controllable WFPSs shall engage fully with the TSO to ensure that the necessary 

information is available to the TSO for the production of wind generation forecasts with 

the appropriate level of accuracy by the TSO. Where this engagement involves the 

provision of data by the Controllable WFPS to the TSO, this data must be provided as 

soon as reasonably practicable, or in any event, within 60 business days of the date of 

the request. 

 

 

WFPS1.7.6 CONTROLLABLE WFPS MW AVAILABILITY DECLARATIONS 

 Controllable WFPSs shall submit Controllable WFPS MW Availability Declarations 

whenever changes in Controllable WFPS Availability occur or are predicted to occur.  

These declarations shall be submitted by means of an Electronic Interface in 

accordance with the reasonable requirements of the TSO’s data system.  
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